
 
 
 

Joseph C. Bellistri (Joe B.) 
 

Background and Experience. Please provide a short summary of your background and         
experience related to serving on Town Council.  

 
My name is Joseph Bellistri,( a lot of people call me Joe B or just Joe.)   I am happily married and 

the proud father  of  3 girls(6, 12 and 20 years of age) and 1 boy of nine years.  I earned a 
Bachelor’s  degree in Economics from the Univ. of  Md (Go terps) , and a Masters in           
Education from Wilmington College. 
Currently I am a teacher at a local high school.   
I have lived full time in Bethany Beach for almost 25 years. 
I have served on the board Association of Bethany West for two terms. 

Looking Forward. What are the three most important issues or goals facing the Town in 
the next five years and how would you recommend that they be addressed? 

 
Three important issues facing Bethany Beach are—The Beach, Safety and Fiscal responsibility. 

Without the Beach, Bethany is sunk.  Beach Replenishment is a quick fix and consistently 
more costly and less stable than predicted.  I believe money should be invested and avenues 
sought that could augment sand replenishment by retaining the sand as sand bars a distance 
from the shore.  This dissipates wave energy and diminishes erosion.  Plus the waves would 
be softer—less likely to injure. And the nature of such a wave would facilitate the safe          
enjoyment of surfing, SUP, kayaking, and bodyboarding. 
Safety is a huge issue.  Throughout Delaware pedestrians and bicyclists are being injured 
and killed.  The solution is to get people off the road.  It is silly and irresponsible to paint a 
white bicycle on a small shoulder of the road (rt. 26) and call it a bike path and then have the 
audacity to paint ‘no bicycles’ in red paint on the much safer sidewalk. 
Finally, Fiscal responsibility is always important.  Bethany is a beautiful, safe and clean town.  
It takes a dedicated administration, police force, lifeguard crew, and public works department 
to run this town—and they do a fantastic job.   And we need to make sure they are paid well. 

Looking Back. Please identify two or three Council actions you consider to have been 
most   beneficial to our community during the last two years. Are there any that you 
think should be reconsidered? 

 
No Comment 
 
Rezoning. Are you for or against the proposed Commercial Lodging (CL-1) rezoning? 

Please explain your position. 
 
Twenty years ago I would have must definitely been against rezoning the lot on Hollywood.  

Presently I can’t see how it would make a difference to the summer downtown scene (one my 
family and I pretty much avoid in the summer.)  Most people I talk to are more concerned with 
finding a place to park and  this new hotel provides parking.  However it could be a           
wonderful year round attraction that could bring some life to the dead colder months.   
Still before I make a decision I want to rationally look at all the pros and cons—to which I am 
still collecting information.  

 



 
 
 

Carol Seal Brigleb 
Background and Experience:  

My family has been coming to Bethany Beach since the 1950‘s and has owned property here since 
the 1960‘s. Currently my husband, Dick, and I own a home in Lake Bethany that we built in 1987 and our 
three boys and I have lived in Bethany Beach every summer since, with Dick commuting on weekends. We 
look forward to spending more time in Bethany now that the boys are grown and once Dick retires from his 
dental practice in Burke, Va. 

I am a former Reading Teacher with Fairfax County Schools in Fairfax, Virginia; I hold two Master’s 
Degrees in Education from The University of Virginia. I have been the leader of multiple volunteer organiza-
tions, some with as many as 1000 members; participated in our (Virginia) homeowners’ association; and been 
on the PTA Executive Board every year at every school my children attended. I have run a successful small 
business since 2005.  

The skill set I gained from being the leader of these volunteer organizations and running a small    
business will serve me well on the Town Council. Working with diverse groups of people teaches you to listen 
to different perspectives, be respectful of others’ ideas, communicate well, be persistent in finding solutions all 
while keeping a keen eye on the financial bottom line. 

I am the president of the Lake Bethany Community Association, I am on the Friends of the South 
Coastal  Library Board and I chair the Parking Committee for the Cottage Tour. These volunteer opportunities 
have allowed me to get to know the workings of a small town and give back to the community I love so much. 
I have received  compliments from my colleagues on these committees for my fresh ideas, strong               
organizational skills and unwavering esprit de corps. 
Looking Forward: 

 The Town will be faced with balancing the needs of the residents with those of visitors and           
businesses, specifically with regard to beach access, parking, and safety. I recommend allowing residents to 
park in certain     metered parking during the day using their parking pass; marking spaces on permit streets 
to facilitate more efficient parking, and reserving the trolley for residents and their guests/renters. Safety         
Issues need to be addressed at the two “four-way” stops in town, crosswalks, and bike lanes. I recommend 
making actual four-way stops and no left turns from Garfield Parkway during the summer season. 
Looking Back:  

I agree with the ordinance restricting smoking to certain areas of the beach but disagree with the re-
cent change that allows more smoking areas. I am definitely opposed to the Assawoman Canal Path and I 
would vote against it. I was not in favor of clearing the land on the northwest corner of Route 1 and Garfield 
Parkway. 
 Rezoning: 

I am NOT in favor of the rezoning of this land as it has been presented by the majority of the current 
Town Council members. I am in favor of a hotel on the north side of Hollywood, but the density of the project 
as put forth is of concern and myriad questions remain. For example, a possible unintended consequence I 
foresee is the use of the beach in front of a chain hotel, i.e. setting up umbrellas every morning during the 
summer season for hotel guests that in effect would discourage residents from using that portion of the 
beach. Will there be a provision in the zoning to prevent the hotel from doing so? Is there realistically enough 
useable parking for a facility of this size? Are there no other zoning compromises that benefit the town and its 
residents?  



 
 
 

Jerry Dorfman 
 
Background: 

My wife Cherie and I have owned our home in Bethany Beach since 1993. We have been full me residents since 1999. 
Before moving to Bethany Beach we lived in Wynnewood, Pa. for 27 years. I a ended Penn State University and also served our 
na on in the US Army. Prior to re ring, I had a career in real estate in which I oversaw a large Real Estate Management Business as 
the President and Sales Director. In addi on, I created a company that performed maintenance on light rail vehicles for the Boeing 
Company and Kawasaki Heavy Industries. Fi een years prior to re rement, I partnered with my wife, as owners of a Commercial 
and Industrial Uniform Business. 

I have been a member of the Town Council for over 7 ½ years. Prior to being elected to Council, I was a member of the 
Planning Commission and 7 other Town Commi ees. I have been Secretary/Treasurer of Town for the past 5 years, and am        
currently Chairman of the Budget and Finance Commi ee. 

 
Looking Forward: 

• It is extremely important to keep Bethany Beach in good financial standing by con nuing to monitor both the fiscal 
budget as well as the Town’s monetary reserves. Future financial planning also is a high priority of mine by con nuing to 
keep the Town fiscally sound. My goal is to con nue to provide outstanding Town wide services while maintaining low 
taxes. 

• Con nued development of the Town Park at the corners of Routes 1 and 26 is another of my important goals.          
Community involvement will be key.  

• Over a year ago the Town entered a mutual agreement with the Army Corp to determine if there are feasible solu ons 
to the Town’s chronic flooding problems. The study is ongoing, but a final report may be delayed because of the impact 
of hurricane Sandy. Soon the Town will be receiving updated flood zone maps that might place more Bethany Beach 
homes in flood plains. I plan to work with my colleagues on Town Council to address the important issues that focus on 
flood preven on and stormwater management.  

 
Looking Back: 
Over the last several years the Town has accomplished a great deal in improving the quality of life in Bethany Beach. The following 
are some highlights: 

• The addi on of a second water tower that will improve the quality of the Town’s water as well as an cipa ng and 
mee ng future supply demands while not raising water rates and by paying the 2.16% loan off early saving, the Town in 
excess of $300,000. 

• Con nuing to improve communica ons with our ci zen base through live broadcasts of Town mee ngs, a much im-
proved website, mailings that provide mely and important informa on when key decisions need to be made as well as 
free Wi-Fi on our beaches and boardwalk, to name a few. 

• In addi on to providing nightly entertainment on the bandstand, the Town now provides movies on the beach and be-
ginning this year a weekly bonfire, again on the beach, that can be enjoyed by residents and guests of all ages. 
 

Rezoning: 
Whether a new upscale hotel will replace the Bethany Arms Hotel ever becomes a reality will be impacted by the results of a non-
binding referendum that has been mailed out to 4700 eligible voters. My personal concern if the zoning change is not approved, is 
what could be developed on the por on of the property currently zoned C-1 commercial. A commercial use such as a “Sunsa ons” 
like store at that loca on in my opinion, would be detrimental to the surrounding homeowners and the overall downtown com-
mercial area. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Joseph T. Healy, Jr. 
Background and Experience: 

My en re professional career has been in the financial arena (I am a CPA) and this has allowed me to develop a substan al 
skill set in financial repor ng and long-term planning, as well as managing for results.  I have, over the last several years, reduced 
my employment from a full- me public prac ce partner to a re red part- me status.  I have u lized this extra free me to serve 
ac vely on the Budget and Finance Commi ee from 2006 to present, as well as over the last six years as one of your Town Council 
Members. 

I believe that based on my background, experience, and performance as a Town Council Member, I bring to the table a 
very high degree of financial and management exper se and a love of this unique Community.  Therefore, I am told if I am to be 
elected, I must have your vote.  I look forward to con nuing to serve you and the best interests of our Community in this job.  Your 
considera on of my candidacy is most appreciated. 

 
2.  Looking Forward: 

Three important issues and/or goals facing the Town on a con nuing basis into the future: 

I. The Con nuing Financial Stability of the Town’s Finances:  I have fostered and accentuated Bethany’s emphasis 
on fiscal responsibility.  It has been my dis nct pleasure to have served on the Town’s Budget and Finance     
Commi ee, and in this capacity my vigilance in addressing issues allows us to look forward to the Town’s         
successful long-term financial success. 

II. Beach Preserva on:  My involvement over the last two years represen ng the Town at the American Shore & 
Beach Preserva on Associa on (ASBPA,) and listening to horror stories about Super Storm Sandy, have            
emphasized the importance of ASBPA’s mantra, “Wide Beaches and High Dunes”, and cannot be overemphasized 
or ignored. 

III. Comba ng Flooding Issues:  The con nued maintenance of our drainage ditches, cognizant adherence with   
building codes as well as u liza on of DNREC and the Army Corps of Engineers techniques.  It should be noted 
that much of the damage from Super Storm Sandy occurred because of back bay flooding issues. 

3.  Looking Back: 
The last two years have been very beneficial in resolving the second Water Tower situa on.  The financing is most         
favorable, our loca on causes a minimum amount of disrup on and it affords us a redundance with probably the most 
important u lity that we have in Town, an abundant supply of water at favorable rates. 
The Streetscape project development is now finally close to comple on.  We have only the south side of Garfield Parkway 
and some work on North Pennsylvania Avenue, which should be finished by late 2013 or very early 2014.  

4.  Rezoning: 
This issue has certainly been a lightning rod for many.  It has been my approach to address this issue as part of the     
Council’s responsibility to manage change.  The development of a tastefully designed public lodging facility could be a  
centerpiece for the Town. 
Having a facility of this nature transcends the environs of Bethany Beach because I believe our public persona is extremely 
important not only to ourselves, but to the economic vitality of our en re region. 

 



 

 

 

Jane North, Esquire 

Background and Experience. Please provide a short summary of your background and experience related to 
serving on Town Council.  

I am a trial attorney who has handled complex construction litigation for 22 years.  My husband and I         
purchased a  residence in Bethany Beach last year and I have become educated on the proposed zoning   
changes which I oppose. 

Looking Forward.  What are the three most important issues or goals facing the Town in the next five years 
and how would you recommend that they be addressed? 

1.  Balancing the rights of the residents to the quiet enjoyment of their property with maintaining a vibrant 
business community:  Bethany Beach needs to explore thoughtful new business development which is       
compatible with the overall goal of maintaining the quiet unspoiled beauty of this town.  No variances in    
zoning should be permitted which do not support this goal.  More detailed analysis should be undertaken     
before any zoning changes are made. 

2.  Maintaining the architectural integrity of buildings in the town to maintain property values:  Much of   
Bethany Beach’s charm is the beauty of its residences.  As properties are sold and built, this goal needs to be 
kept in mind so that properties maintain their value. 

3.  Looking for creative solutions to address the beach overcrowding issue:  Beach overcrowding interferes 
with the quiet enjoyment of the beach.  Beach widening projects should be considered with alternative funding 
being considered. 

Looking Back.  Please identify two or three Council actions you consider to have been most beneficial to our       
community during the last two years. Are there any that you think should be reconsidered:  I have owned  
property for only one year.  However I think that the Council’s preliminary approval of rezoning to              
accommodate a hotel developer was very ill advised. 

  Rezoning.  Are you for or against the proposed Commercial Lodging (CL-1) rezoning?  Please explain your          
position.  I am against the Commercial Lodging rezoning.  The beach and parking at Hollywood Street is     
already extremely overcrowded.  Rezoning will create a traffic safety hazard as hundreds more people attempt 
to cross streets on Hollywood to get to the beach.  The resulting overcrowded beach will detract from what 
should be a wonderful beach experience and will actually deter visitors from returning to Bethany Beach for 
vacations.  A mega hotel is not in keeping with the character of our town.  I also believe that due process must 
be closely followed to protect the rights of residents and that hearings on important decisions like this should 
be scheduled at times the most property owners would be able to attend, rather than at a time when most prop-
erty owners are not in town. 



 
 
 

Charles (Chuck) Peterson 
 
Background and Experience – before retiring, I gained valuable experience managing governmental          
operations.  As a Federal Executive for almost twenty years, I successfully managed National Compliance  
Programs for the Internal Revenue Service.  These positions included responsibilities for strategic planning, 
budgeting and program delivery for large organizations employing thousands of people.  My Town activities 
include membership on the Planning Commission, the Election Board, the Budget and Finance Committee, the 
Charter and Ordinance Committee (chair), the Audit Committee and the Fourth of July Parade Committee.  I 
also manage the TaxAide program at St Ann's Church where volunteers prepare and e-file almost 1,000 State 
and Federal tax returns for Bethany area residents.  I believe that my job responsibilities and experiences, and 
my work in Town-related and other local activities, well qualifies me for Town Council. 
 
Looking Forward – beyond maintaining the spirit of the Quiet Resort, here are three issues: 
a.  Flooding – once the Army Corp of Engineers gives us a report, we need to see if there are steps we can take 
to  mitigate flooding issues.  The report should hopefully provide the Town options that exist and decisions 
will have to be made on whether there are any cost effective alternatives. 
b. Beach Replenishment – the State and Federal Government have both threatened to stop funding replenish-
ment    efforts in the future.  I think that it is important for the Town to have a contingency plan in case this 
comes to fruition.  We have to decide if we will fund replenishment on our own in the future or let nature take 
is course.  If we are to fund it ourselves, we have to decide on a funding source.  I think that these are decisions 
the community should be addressing while there is time to take a measured approach and not when it becomes 
a crisis. 
c. Church/Neff Property – a park will be developed on this property sometime in the future.  The Town has 
committed to designing the park including public input.  This will be a large and potentially expensive project.  
It is important to approach it balancing both wants and costs. This park is a very visible cornerstone of our 
community and should be developed with great care. 
 
Looking Back – beneficial Council actions: 
 a. Budget – while this is not a high visibility issue it is one that impacts all of us.  Our Town budget is 
in excellent shape because of the actions taken by Town Council and Town  management to hold down        
operating  expenses in order to match income levels.  Examples are finding ways to save hundreds of   thou-
sands of dollars on the water tower project; keeping yard waste and recycling under Town control because we 
could do it less expensively; or saving salary expenses by putting in new parking meters that require less 
maintenance and coin collection.  There are many other examples but these are the types of efforts that keep 
our taxes down and the Town on solid financial footing. 
   b.  Communication – Town Council has responded to requests that they do a better job of communi-
cating by hiring a full time staff person whose principle job is communication.  There is a web site with almost 
everything a person would want to know about the Town including a schedule of all upcoming meetings and 
minutes of all completed meetings.  Town Council and Planning Commission meetings are broadcast live. 
There are public meetings to gather input on major decisions. 
 I would not change anything in these two areas. 
 
Rezoning – for or against: 
  I am for rezoning.  This is an opportunity to have some control over the outcome of developing  the 
Bethany Arms property.  I have talked to the owner of the Bethany Arms and he is committed to selling the 
property.  Something will be built there.  By zoning it Commercial  Lodging ( CL-1), we require off-street 
parking for the guests, a relatively quiet neighbor, and a nice addition to the Town. 



 

 

 

Robert Steiner 

Background and Experience. Please provide a short summary of your background and experience     
related to serving on Town Council. 

 My qualifications are; I have enjoyed +30 year career in the commercial real estate industry working 
with such notable real estate development companies such as The Rouse Company working on 
many high profile properties across the United States and Canada, the Mills Corporation in the   
United States and abroad and Madison Marquette also throughout  the United States and             
internationally. Through this experience, I have worked with many municipalities seeking to improve 
their communities without losing their (as Jim Rouse would describe this), “sense of place”. I am         
confident, if selected as your representative, that I would bring a perspective that would be accretive 
to home owners values here in Bethany Beach. 
 
Looking Forward.  What are the three most important issues or goals facing the Town in the next five 
years and how would you recommend that they be addressed? 

As our nations recovers from the recession on 2008, real estate is and remains near the core of its 
"meltdown" and essential (values) to its recover. I would like to assist in making sure that we         
(as a community) find the best long range solutions to today’s challenges using ideas and          
technique's employed by other prestigious seaside communities and real estate investment trusts.  I 
would employ the same skills that are used by Real Estate Investment Trusts as they solve        
complex redevelopment & development challenges. I will not ignore Bethany Beach’s rich personal 
and architectural history which has made our beach community known for what it is today. 
 
Looking Back.  Please identify two or three Council actions you consider to have been most beneficial to 
our community during the last two years. Are there any that you think should be reconsidered? 

 
I am now a one year homeowner and wish not to comment to express views prior to 2012; however, I am   
concerned with the rezoning efforts (Hollywood St). I believe that a solution could be found to alleviate most 
concerns. 
 
 Rezoning.  Are you for or against the proposed Commercial Lodging (CL-1) rezoning?  Please explain 
your position.   
As presented "yes" I am against the redevelopment plan, however, I believe a solution sensitive to 
the surrounding homeowners could be reached. I see the Bethany Arms as it is today, architecturally 
insignificant and certainly not inspirationally as a destination hotel.  For this, I do wish to seek a    
solution that would create a destination hotel that would be accretive to community property values 
and the community as a whole. 
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Postage 
BBLA Ques ons for Seven candidates for Bethany Beach Town Council. 

For many years BBLA has posed ques ons to candidates for the Bethany Beach Town Council and sent their answers to 
all households. This year there are seven candidates. Each has a page and their answers are in their own wording.  
This year there are four ques ons, related to Background and Experience relevant to serving on town council, looking 
forward, looking back, and their posi on on rezoning.  Full text of the ques ons is included in several of the responses. 
BBLA encourages ci zens to become familiar with the issues and candidates and to vote.  
 

Vo ng Basics 

1. Any property owner is registered to vote 
2. Polls are open from noon to 6 on Saturday Sept 7 at the Town Hall 
3. Absentee Ballots are available at Town Hall or by mail from the Town.  
4. Voters may vote prior to Sept 6 by absentee ballot, either by Mail or in one visit to Town Hall from 8 to 4 

on weekdays or from 8 to 4 on the last three Saturdays of August.  
5. The Town is mailing informa on on vo ng procedures. More informa on is available at                      

h p://www.towno ethanybeach.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=339 or by phoning the Town at                  
302‐539‐8011 or e‐mail admin@towno ethanybeach.com 




